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‘Fables …. When reason borrowed fancy’s painted wings’: 
Exploring Yorkshire’s Folk Heroes and Legends

Saturday 27th March 2010, 10.00am to 5.00pm, King James’ School, Knaresborough. 

PLACE Spring conference, 2010

Knaresborough will be the venue for 
our spring conference on Saturday 27th

March.  King James’ School is conveniently 
situated close to the town centre and the 
railway station.  Public transport by bus or 
train is available and there is plenty of parking 
for those coming by car.  

The conference fee of £15.00 (£10.00 for 
retired/unwaged) includes coffee and tea but 
not lunch.  However, there are many eating 
places in Knaresborough or people can bring a 
packed lunch and eat it in the school.

The conference theme will be explored by 
speakers, including:

• Prof. Jim Sharpe: Dick Turpin

• Prof. Barrie Dobson: Robin Hood

• Dr. Peter Addyman: Yorkshire secret passage legends

• David Hunt: Knaresborough worthies: Mother Shipton and Blind 
Jack (right)

• Dr. Peter Hogarth: Yorkshire dragon legends

• Dr James Gregory: Legends and folk heroes: a 21st century    
perspective.

There will also be a short walking tour, led by David Hunt, to 
see the Knaresborough Castle tunnel and pay our respects 
to Blind Jack of Knaresborough (right). 

To book a place, please use the booking form 
enclosed.
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This year’s AGM and members’ day will be held at 
Kiplin Hall, near Scorton, Richmond. Dawn Webster 
(the Curator) and Val Hepworth (a Fellow of PLACE) 
will give talks in the morning on the history and 
management of this fascinating Jacobean country 
house. The AGM will take place in the late morning. 
Tea/coffee will be provided. Please bring your own 
packed lunch. In the afternoon, we shall have a guided 
tour of the grounds.

Entry to the AGM itself is free but there will be a charge 
of £5.00 per head for attendance at the talks/tour of 
grounds.  Please book using the booking form 
enclosed. We need a minimum of 30 people! Guests 
are welcome to attend the talks and tour of the grounds.

PLACE AGM, Saturday May 15th 2010

Instructions on getting there will be sent out with the Annual Report and AGM papers nearer the time.

Spring fieldtrips
Knavesmire Wood, York

Buds, bark and birds

Sat. 6th March, 2.00 – 4.30pm

A spring walk, led by Barbara 
Hickman, to study tree identification 
before the leaves come out and enjoy 
the early spring birdsong (hopefully!). 
Meet at 2.00pm at the north-west 
entrance to Knavesmire Wood on 
Bracken Road (SE 591490), wearing 
stout footwear. There is limited 
parking for the less mobile in 
Dringthorpe Road, near the junction 
with Middlethorpe Drive; others are 
encouraged to use public transport. 
Alight from buses at Middlethorpe
Drive/Grove or walk from Park + Ride 
at Askham Bar. If weather and energy 
permit, we may visit Middlethorpe
Hall grounds afterwards. 

Wolds Churches

Sunday 23rd May, 10.30am –
4.00pm

Richard Myerscough will lead this 
joint fieldtrip with the Ryedale 
Vernacular Building Materials 
Research Group. We shall be visiting 
selected churches along the Great 
Wold Valley, looking at different types 
of building stones, fossils and lichens, 
as well as the physical and historical 
landscape of the Yorkshire Wolds.

It will finish at Wharram-le-Street  
Church, visiting an important disused 
chalk quarry at Foxholes.  Total 
driving distance 20 miles; walking 
distances short but wear stout 
footwear. Bring packed lunch. 

Chapel House Wood, 
Wharfedale

Sat. 19th June

This trip will be led by Roger 
Martlew and will be a joint 
event with the Yorkshire 
Dales Landscape Research 
Trust. Meet at 10.30am at 
the lay-by on the B6160 
about half-way between 
Threshfield and Kilnsey (SD 
978653). We shall first look 
at the settlement, burial and 
field system remains in the 
Chapel House Wood area. 
Bring a packed lunch. 
We©ll then drive round to the 
other side of Threshfield
Quarry to see the remains of 
cairns and a high level field 
system. The routes are 
through pasture with a few 
steep slopes, but lots of 
stops to look at things! 
Expected time of conclusion 
around 4.00pm.

The visit 
will start at 
Rudston
Church 
(and 
monolith –
left), grid 
ref: TA 
097677.

A charge of £5.00 per head will be made for all these fieldtrips. 
Please use the booking form enclosed.
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SHORT COURSES

Back – by popular request!. Following the success of ‘Six Yorkshire Monasteries’, 
Robert Wright will deliver another short course for us this spring, in Bedern Hall, York.

‘Six Yorkshire Nunneries’ will explore the history of the monasteries’ 
less well-known sister organisations and will consider their effects on the 
wider landscape. Amongst the nunneries studied will be Swine, Wilberfoss Priory 
and Rosedale Abbey (below). 

The course will run on the following Tuesday and Wednesday evenings in Bedern Hall:

Tuesday 27th April
Wednesday 5th, 12th and 19th May
Tuesday 1st June
Wednesday 9th June.

The cost for the whole course of 6 sessions will be £30.00 (£20.00 for retired/unwaged). People are 
also welcome to attend individual sessions at a cost of £5.00 per session. When the detailed 
programme is known, it will be posted on our website, so that those who wish can select individual 
sessions to attend. Please use the booking form enclosed to secure your place.

The course will be 
followed by a fieldtrip to 
see the physical remains 
of some of the nunneries.  
This will take place on a 
date to suit the 
participants. It will also be 
open to anyone else who 
wishes to attend. Watch 
the website for details in 
due course!

Left: remains of the 
former Rosedale Abbey 
are scattered in the 
modern village of the 
same name, in the heart 
of the North York Moors.

Future planned courses include:

Butterflies, bees and bugs: 
insects in a time of change. 
As there was limited support for 
the idea of a short course on this 
theme during the winter, we are 
now planning to run it later in the 
year, possibly as a day-school at 
King’s Manor in York.

More details in the summer 
newsletter.

Investigating the Dales 
Landscape.
Roger Martlew has offered 
to run a course on this topic 
in the autumn, following on 
from the fieldtrip to Chapel 
House Wood this spring. 
Venue and dates to be 
arranged.

More details next time.

Yorkshire Characters.
We are hoping that local drama 
group, Ars Ludendi, will run 
another course for us in the 
autumn, this time based on 
some of the colourful 
characters from Yorkshire’s 
past. (Indeed, some members 
of Ars Ludendi may well qualify 
for inclusion in the list of 
characters, as those who have 
attended previous events will 
testify). We await further 
details with interest…….!
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AUTUMN CONFERENCE, THE YORKSHIRE 
WATERWAYS MUSEUM, GOOLE

Saturday 2nd October 2010

The Changing Role of Yorkshire’s Waterways

Speakers will include:

• Judy Jones (British Waterways Heritage Officer): Conservation and 
Recreation on the waterways

• Bob Watson (Waterways Museum): The “ Sobriety”  Project and the 
Port of Goole.

• Michael Hopkinson: “ A desperate dangerous design” : the rise and 
fall of Yorkshire’s canal system

There will also be a guided tour of Goole docks by boat and a chance 
to visit the Waterways Museum.  The cost of the conference will be 
£25.00 (£20.00 for retired/unwaged), including tea/coffee and buffet 
lunch.  NUMBERS ARE LIMITED TO 50 PEOPLE, SO PLEASE BOOK 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, USING THE BOOKING FORM ENCLOSED.

Report on the 
Prehistory of the 
Yorkshire Dales
conference
Over 180 people attended this very 
successful event held in Grassington
Town Hall on 31st October 2009, in 
collaboration with the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park Authority and the Yorkshire 
Dales Landscape Research Trust. 

Nine speakers presented the results of 
their research into the changing 
environment and prehistoric cultures from 
Late Upper Palaeolithic to Romano-
British times. Amongst the more unusual 
topics discussed were the discovery of 
Early Neolithic mummies and evidence 
for prehistoric saunas on the Pennines! 
The papers raised wide-ranging 
questions about the past landscapes and 
cultures of the Yorkshire Dales and 
stimulated lively discussion sessions.  

Much of the material presented was unpublished, so we are 
hoping to produce a major book based on the proceedings of 
the conference. Sadly, one of the speakers, Dr Roger Jacobi, 
died in December, so the volume will be dedicated to his 
memory. Many thanks to the speakers and the many people 
who helped with the refreshments, the book stalls and the 
registration desk.

Upper Wharfedale
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Research Projects

Hopewell House Farm Survey

We have been asked to repeat the 
wildlife surveys carried out on various 
dates from the 1970s to 1990s at 
Hopewell House Farm, near 
Knaresborough, with a view to 
producing a DVD about the changing 
wildlife on the farm over the past 30 
years. The work will be in collaboration 
with the Farming & Wildlife Advisory 
Group. Some of the volunteers who 
worked on the previous surveys will be 
involved but we are seeking additional 
people to help, particularly with surveys 
of plants and birds. The farm has a 
variety of interesting habitats, from field 
margins (above) to woodlands and 
ponds (below). The farmer is happy for 
volunteers to have access to the farm 
throughout the spring and summer. 
PLACE will pay travel expenses for 
volunteers. If you can help, please 
contact the PLACE Office.

Roadside verge surveys on the 
North York Moors

We shall be continuing the monitoring of known verges 
of botanical interest within the National Park this year. 
Several PLACE volunteers are already involved but 
there is room for others!  Travel expenses can be 
reimbursed. The work involved visiting your allocated 
sites two or three times during the year, noting the 
status of key plant species and reporting any 
management issues.  Some botanical knowledge is 
needed but you do not have to be an expert! If you 
would like to volunteer, please contact the PLACE 
Office (address on the back page).

OTHER EVENTS
Yorkshire Vernacular Buildings Study Group:

Sat. 13th March, Leeds Metropolitan University, 
Vernacular Buildings of Market Towns.
Annual day school and AGM, examining the buildings of 
market towns in Yorkshire.

Sunday 4th July. Timber-Framed Buildings in the 
Thirsk Area, led by Barry Harrison.

For details of these events, please contact David Cook. 
Tel: 01740 620098. E-mail: dcook0@talk21.com

Major international symposium, Sheffield Hallam 
University, 15-17th September 2010:

The End of Tradition? Aspects of Commons and 
Cultural Severance in the Landscape.

For further details of this events, please see their 
website: www.ukeconet.co.uk
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To contact PLACE:
By post: PLACE Office, 
York St John University, 
Lord Mayor’s Walk, 
York, 
YO31 7EX.
By phone: 01904 766291 
(N.B. this is the Chief Executive’s home number).

By e-mail: place@yorksj.ac.uk
Website: www.place.uk.com

PLACE Board and Officers 
Ms Jackie Ashcroft
Mr Glenn Gorner
Ms Barbara Hickman (Chair)
Dr Michael Hopkinson (Treasurer)
Professor David Maughan Brown
Professor Terry O’Connor
Dr George Sheeran
Ms Veronica Wallace
Dr Steve Watson

Chief Executive and Company 
secretary:
Dr Margaret Atherden

Friends of PLACE Calendar 2011
The PLACE 2010 calendar sold out 
before Christmas!  For next year, we 
are planning to produce a calendar of 
pictures taken by Friends of PLACE 
during 2010.  Any photograph of 
people, landscape or cultural 
landscape taken in any part of 
Yorkshire may be submitted for 
inclusion, preferably as an e-mail 
attachment (.jpg file). There is no prize 
or payment – just the satisfaction of 
seeing your picture included!  Please 
let us have your photos by the end of 
September.

Left: This beautiful shot of the River Foss 
in Huntington was taken by Joy Parry in 
January.

REMINDER! Subscriptions are due on 
1st January each year.

If you joined PLACE after 1st October 2009 
or pay your subscription by standing order, 
your membership card for 2010 should be 
enclosed with this newsletter.  If not, 
please send your subscription – still only 
£5.00! – to the PLACE Office as soon as 
possible.

If you are a UK taxpayer, you can help us 
by signing the gift aid form (enclosed), 
which will enable us to reclaim the tax on 
your subscription.

PLACE books 
publications in 
press:
Yorkshire’s Green 
and Healthy Land? 
Proceedings of the 
2008 conference held 
in Leeds. Due for 
publication this spring.

A Walk in the Park
Proceedings of the 
2009 conference held 
in York.  Due for 
publication this spring.

Elections to the 
Board of Trustees

Each year one third of 
the Board members 
(listed below) step 
down. They are eligible 
for re-election, if they 
choose. Anyone else 
who is interested in 
standing for election to 
the Board should 
contact the PLACE 
Office for further 
information. All 
nominations must be 
received by the end of 
March.


