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A Walk in the Park:
Heritage and Conservation
In York’s open spaces

-

This one day conference will explore the historical and nature
conservation interest of York’s public gardens and open spaces.
The morning sessions will be held at the Bar Convent and will include '\
presentations by staff from the City of York Council and the Open Air

Laboratories Network (OPAL). There will also be displays, posters and books for sale.

In the afternoon, delegates will be taken on ‘behind the scenes’ tours of the Museum Gardens and Rowntree
Park, where historical, conservation and management issues will be discussed. The fee for the conference
is £25 per head (£20 for unwaged/retired) and includes coffee and lunch. To book your place, please
use the booking form enclosed with this newsletter.

PLACE subscriptions are due on 15t January each year.

If you pay by standing order or joined PLACE in the past few
months, your membership card will be enclosed with this mailing. If
not, please complete the enclosed membership renewal form and
send it with your remittance to the PLACE Office a.s.a.p.

New gift aid form. We have had to amend the wording on our gift
aid form, to conform with current legal requirements. If you are able
to gift aid your subscription, please complete and return the enclosed
gift aid declaration, even if you have previously signed a form.

PLACE Annual General Meeting 2009
Ripley, Saturday 9" May

The 2009 AGM and members’ day will be held in Ripley and will include talks by lan Dormor on the landscape
history and John Newbould on the nature conservation interest, as well as a guided visit to Ripley Park. The area
has been well studied by both archaeologists and ecologists and contains fascinating earthworks and veteran
trees, as well as the beautiful gardens of Ripley Castle. The AGM will take place during the day in the village
hall. Further details and an agenda for the meeting will be circulated with the 2008 annual report in the spring.

PLACE Autumn Conference: Prehistory of the Yorkshire Dales
Saturday 31st October 2009, Grassington Town Hall

Full details of this major event, to be held in conjunction with the Yorkshire Dales National Park and the
Yorkshire Dales Landscape Research Trust, will be given in the next newsletter but please put the date in

your diary now.
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PLACE Short Courses

Bird Ecology and Conservation

This short course, rearranged from autumn 2008, will take place in the Regen Centre, Riccall,
from 7.00 to 9.00pm on the following Tuesday evenings: 27 Jan, 3 Feb, 10 Feb, 24 Feb, 3 Mar

and 10 Mar. It will be led by local ornithologist, Dave Tate. It will be suitable for beginners as well as

experienced bird-watchers and will draw examples from sites and species in Yorkshire. Topics will

include:

e What is a bird?

» Migration

» Habitat assemblages

A fieldtrip will be arranged to follow the course, to a local site of
ornithological interest, on a date to suit course participants.

The cost for the whole course will be £40.00 per head (£30 for

* Population dynamics
» Conservation
« Climate change.

retired/unwaged). To book your place, please use the enclosed

booking form.

Perspectives on Medieval Drama and Music

We are pleased to announce that PLACE will be running another course with local drama group, Ars
Ludendi, in spring 2009. The draft course outline for the 6 evening sessions is as follows:
1) Medieval drama - an overview. Sources, texts and contexts.

2) Ecclesiastical Music.

3) Corpus Christi drama.

4) Secular and other music.

5) Saints plays and morality drama.

6) The dawn of the professional stage.

The course will be held in Bedern, York, from 7.00 to 9.00pm on the following evenings:
Weds 25 Feb, Weds 4 Mar, Weds 11 Mar, Thurs 19 Mar, Wed 25 Mar and Wed 1 Apr.

The cost of the course will be £40.00 per head (£30 for retired/unwaged). To book your place, please use

the enclosed booking form.

Sunday 19™" April 2009, 2.00-5.00pm

Hildenley, near Malton: Geology,
wildlife and heritage.

This fieldtrip will be a joint one with FWAG and
our new partner organisation, the Ryedale
Vernacular Building Materials Research
Group. It will be led by Barbara Hickman and
Richard Myerscough.

Meet at SE 742715 at 2.00pm; park on verge.

The cost of the visit will be £5.00 per head.
Please book your place using the booking
form.

Fieldtrips

PLACE members are warmly invited to
join FWAG members on the following
field visits:

Thurs 9" July, 6.30pm
Visit to Richard Fuller’s wildlife-rich farm at Givendale.

Tuesday 215t July 2009, 7.00pm

Visit to Birdsall Estate, including the deserted
medieval village of Wharram Percy, where PLACE
members have been surveying the wildlife over the
past few years.

Further details of these events in next newsletter.
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Reports on recent PLACE events

Mists and Mellow Fruitfulness:
Fruit, food and wildlife in
Yorkshire@ countryside

The PLACE autumn conference 2008 took place
in Ampleforth, on Saturday 4th October,
organised jointly with the Farming & Wildlife
Advisory Group. It was attended by over 60
people.

During the morning session, delegates heard talks
by Barry Potter (Old orchards — new possibilities),
Simon Clark (What is it? Where is it? Is it local?),
Phil Lyth (Orchards for wildlife), Dave Chesmore
(Moths in old orchards), Pat Wilson (The lost
orchards of Nidderdale) and Laura Mason (Slow
Food and the orchard heritage).

After a delicious lunch of local food, delegates
visited the orchards at Ampleforth College (above),
led by Fr Rainer, where they learned about the
history and current management of the orchards
and were shown (and in some cases sampled!) the
cider-making enterprise. Sadly, the poor summer
weather meant that the planned visit to the
Oswaldkirk vineyard had to be abandoned.

Many thanks to all the excellent speakers, to
Barbara Hickman for masterminding the lunch, and
to everyone who helped with the catering and
washing-up! We shall be publishing a summary of
the conference presentations in the new year.

New publication!

Great Estates of Yorkshire,
Edited by Veronica Wallace.

This book, which costs £2.50

+ £1.50 P & P, is now available
from the PLACE Office (see
order form enclosed).

Fieldtrip to Swaledale, July 2008

This very interesting fieldtrip was led by
archaeologist, Tim Laurie, and took place on one of
the hottest days of the year! We saw a wide range of
prehistoric and historic features, including linear
earthworks, burnt mounds and field systems.

Left: Tim
showing us
his map of
prehistoric
sites on
Reeth village
green, with
the area we
visited in the
background.

Visit to the Scarborough rotunda,
September 2008

PLACE members enjoyed a guided tour of the newly-
reopened Rotunda Museum, which houses
geological specimens and memorabilia connected
with William Smith. We were led by Peter Robinson,
a local geologist, who showed us some of the
geological formations in the field in the afternoon.

Left: the Rotunda
Museum,
Scarborough.

Below: PLACE
members surveying
the geology near
Scarborough Castle.
[Fiona Hopkinson]
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Research Projects

Return to the margin: changes in green
space on the edge of York.

The survey has got off to a good start, with about half
of the 65 grid squares having been mapped by a
small team of volunteers, including two groups of 6t
formers. We shall resume work in the new year and
would welcome more volunteers: all those who have
taken part so far have reported enjoying the
experience, even though the weather has been
‘bracing’.

If you are interested in surveying a square or two,
please get in touch with Michael Hopkinson (01904
424894) or the PLACE Office. We supply maps and
coloured pencils (which you may keep!). You need
enthusiasm, a willingness to do a bit of footpath
walking, and an hour or two to spare. The
preliminary work can be done indoors and tutorial
training can be given.

Michael Hopkinson.

Events of two of our partner
organisations, which may be of interest:

Yorkshire Philosophical Society & Yorkshire
Wildlife Trust.

Tues 20 Jan 2009, 7.30pm, Tempest Anderson Hall,
York: a talk by Brian Eversham, The Future of
Natural History. Everyone welcome.

Yorkshire Vernacular Buildings Study Group.
Sat 14 March 2009: annual day school, Crucks and
Cruck-Framed Buildings. Leeds Metropolitan
University.

Sun 15 March 2009: visit to Padside Hall.

If you are interested in attending either of these
events, please contact David Crook (01904 652387)
or e-mail: yvbsgenquiries@btinternet.com

Monitoring road verges on the North
York Moors.

Seven volunteers from PLACE joined the team
this year and, between us, we surveyed 126
verges this summer, despite the wet weather!

A meeting was held at the National Park Office in
Helmsley in October, for surveyors to meet one
another and discuss common issues.

If anyone else would like to help monitor some
verges next year, please get in touch with
Margaret Atherden (01904 766291). Some
knowledge of plant identification is necessary and
a willingness to sport a fetching high visibility
jacket! You will be allocated specific lengths of
verge to visit two or three times during the spring
and summer.

PLACE will have a bookstand at
the NYCC Historic Environment
Day in Northallerton on Saturday
215t February 2009. Assistance
with manning the stand would be
welcome.

PLACE Board and Officers
Dr Peter Addyman

Dr Margaret Atherden (Chief Executive and Company

Secretary)

Mr Glenn Gorner

Ms Barbara Hickman (Chair of the Board)
Dr Michael Hopkinson (Treasurer)
Professor David Maughan Brown
Professor Terry O’Connor

Dr George Sheeran

Dr Steve Watson

To contact PLACE:
By post: PLACE Office,
York St John University,
Lord Mayor’s Walk,

York,

YO31 7EX.

By phone: 01904 766291
(N.B. this is the Chief Executive’s

home number).

By e-mail: place@yorksj.ac.uk

Website: www.place.uk.com




