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Autumn conference in Ampleforth, Saturday 4" October 2008

Mists and Mellow Fruitfulness: Fruit, food and wildlife in
Yorkshire's countryside Hx

A

-

Our next conference has been organised jointly by PLACE and the Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group
and is supported by the Howardian Hills AONB Sustainable Development Fund. Morning paper
sessions in Ampleforth Village Hall will be followed by afternoon visits to the orchards at Ampleforth
College and the Oswaldkirk Vineyard.

The morning session talks will include:

eBarry Potter (independent orchard specialist): Old orchards — new opportunities.
*Simon Clark (Northern Fruit Group): Orchards today and tomorrow.

«Phil Lyth (FWAG): Orchards for wildlife.

eDave Chesmore (Yorkshire Naturalists' Union): Moths in old orchards.

eLaura Mason (Slow Food): Slow Food and the orchard heritage.

The talks will be followed by a lunch of local food. In the afternoon, delegates will walk along a green lane to
visit the orchards at Ampleforth College, led by Fr Reiner. Here they will hear about the history and current
management of the orchards, discuss varieties of fruit and their uses, and learn about the juice-processing
enterprise. The party will then visit the vineyard at Oswaldkirk, led by Simon Kershaw.

Early booking is advised, as numbers are limited. The cost of the conference is £25.00 per head,
including tea, coffee and buffet lunch.

To book your place, please complete the booking form enclosed with this newsletter .

Fieldtrip to Swaledale,
Sunday 27t July 2008

Twenty-eight people have
booked to attend this fieldtrip, to

Visit to the Scarborough
rotunda

Sunday 28th September 2008

Brian Walker (Forestry Commission) will lead this
visit to see the newly-refurbished Rotunda in
Scarborough, which houses geological collections
and memorabilia connected with William Smith, the
‘father of modern geology’. In the afternoon, we
shall be led around the William Smith history trail by
the local geologist, Peter Robinson.

Meet at the Rotunda Museum at 11.00am. Bring a
packed lunch, to be eaten in the museum gardens

be led by Tim Laurie, as
advertised in the Spring
Newsletter. If anyone else
would like to attend, please ring
or e-mail Margaret Atherden
immediately.

Tel: 01904 766291

E-mail: place@yorksj.ac.uk

There will be a charge of £5.00 per head
for this fieldtrip, including entry to the
Rotunda Museum. To book your place,
please use the booking form enclosed
with this newsletter.

(weather permitting). The afternoon walk will end about
3.30pm. Parking in Scarborough may be difficult, so
people are advised to use public transport or the Park
and Ride service. Directions to the Rotunda will be sent
to everyone who signs up for the fieldtrip.
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PLACE Short Courses

Bird Ecology and Conservation

Wednesday evenings, 7.00 — 9.00pm from 10" September to 15" October 2008,
York St John University.

This short course will be led by local ornithologist, Dave Tate. It will be suitable for beginners as well as
experienced bird-watchers and will draw examples from sites and species in Yorkshire. Topics will

include:
* What is a bird?  Population dynamics
* Migration » Conservation
» Habitat assemblages * Climate change.

A fieldtrip will be arranged to follow the course, to a local site of
ornithological interest, on a date to suit course participants.

The cost for the whole course will be £35.00 per head.

To book your place, please use the enclosed booking form.

City and Spectacle: the York Mystery Plays as a cultural treasure

This course, held in the spring and led by members of Ars Ludendi, attracted 27 participants. Sessions were
interactive and involved dramatic readings, musical interludes and video clips of past performances of the
Mystery Plays. Topics covered ranged from the history and religious basis of the Plays to the costumes and
props used in staging them.

The group walked the route taken by the wagons and visited various locations associated with the plays.
Several members of Ars Ludendi have been involved in past productions of the Plays and were able to give
us a fascinating insight into the challenges of producing the plays in a modern context.

Above: readings from the Mystery Plays as part of the short course in St Olave’s church hall (left) and in
Holy Trinity Church, North Street (right).

We are hoping that Ars Ludendi will mount another short course for us in spring 2009, probably on the theme
of Medieval Drama in Yorkshire. Further details in the autumn newsletter!

Other events of interest:

Sept. 8th — 10 2008, Sheffield Hallam University: Sunday 5™ October 2008, Helmsley Arts Centre:
a conference on Orchards and Groves: their history, a day-school on the Archaeology of the North
culture and archaeology. Further details by phone: York Moors. Contact: Graham Lee at the

0114 272 4227 or e-mail: info@hallamec.plus.com National Park Office (01439 770657).




Page 3

Reports on recent PLACE events

Yorkshire’s Green and Healthy Land?
Connecting urban and rural
greenspace.

This conference, held in April 2008 at the University
of Leeds, was organised jointly with the School of
Geography at the University of Leeds and the Royal
Geographical Society. Professor Sir John Lawton
gave the keynote speech, based on a recent report
on the urban environment by the Royal Commission
on Environmental Pollution. It was followed by six
other papers, including presentations on the green
belt concept, liveable cities, health-enhancing
physical activity, trees in the post-industrial
landscape and Yorkshire’s wetland heritage. We
plan to publish a summary of the proceedings early
next year.

On the following day, an intrepid group of delegates
braved snow showers to visit some of the
greenspaces in the Lower Aire Valley, led by Glenn
Gorner.

We have information stands and sell PLACE books
at various events throughout the year, including day-
schools run by North Yorkshire County Council and
the two National Parks. A recent example was the

‘Secret Woods’ event in Raincliffe Woods, near
Scarborough, held on Monday 5t" May (right).

To order any PLACE publications, please use the
booking/order form enclosed with this newsletter.

PLACE AGM 2008

The AGM on 10 May was the focus of a gloriously
sunny day of activities centred around the
Wombleton — Nunnington area.

In the morning, historian Peter Hills gave a detailed
account of the descent of the Manor of Nunnington,
followed by an introduction to the geology of the area
by Richard Myerscough. After the annual general
meeting and lunch, the party visited the gardens at
Nunnington Hall, where we were shown around by
the Head Gardener (below).

Peter Hills gave us a tour of Nunnington church and
Richard Myerscough showed us how the local
geology is reflected in the building stones. The
afternoon ended with a visit to the ancient church at
Stonegrave (below). We are very grateful to Peter
and Richard for such an informative and enjoyable
day.
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Research Projects

Return to the margin: changes in green
space on the edge of York.

As mentioned in the last newsletter, we are currently
undertaking a re-survey of part of the York green
belt, to assess the degree of change in land use that
has taken place over the past twelve years.

PLACE is offering up to 6 grants of £50 each to
people volunteering to take part in this project,
which is led by Michael Hopkinson. If you have
not already volunteered to help but would like to do

S0, please fill in the relevant part of the booking form.

Everyone who volunteers
will receive a free copy of
the proceedings of the
PLACE conference,
Town and Country (right),
which includes a chapter
on the 1996 survey.

Monitoring road verges on the North York
Moors.

Several PLACE members volunteered to help with this
survey following the last newsletter but more are
needed. If you have some botanical knowledge and
could spare the time to visit a few special interest
verges two or three times a year, please fill in the
relevant part of the booking form.

Left: Two PLACE
volunteers studying
a verge bordering
a green lane on the
North York Moors.

Brownfield Sites in West Yorkshire.

As noted in the spring newsletter, Terry O’Connor
still needs records of the wildlife of old industrial or
derelict urban sites in West Yorkshire. If you have
existing records, please send them to him, either by
e-mail: (tpocl@york.ac.uk, putting ‘brownfield sites’
as the message subject) or by post to the PLACE
Office.

If you know of other brownfield sites, which you
would be prepared to survey as part of the project,
please contact Terry via the PLACE Office. We are
offering up to 6 grants of £50 each to volunteers
to undertake fieldwork as part of this project.

The report of the Wharram Percy
ecological survey is currently being

drafted. Itincludes data on flowering plants,
mosses, birds, snails, wasps & bees and lichens.

In May, Terry O’Connor led a second Watch group
on a snail hunt on the site. Below: Terry identifying
snails for an eager audience.

PLACE Board and Officers
Dr Peter Addyman

Dr Margaret Atherden (Chief Executive and Company

Secretary)

Mr Glenn Gorner

Ms Barbara Hickman (Chair of the Board)
Dr Michael Hopkinson (Treasurer)
Professor David Maughan Brown
Professor Terry O’Connor

Dr George Sheeran

Dr Steve Watson

Barbara Hickman, Michael Hopkinson and David Maughan

To contact PLACE:
By post: PLACE Office,
York St John University,
Lord Mayor’s Walk,

York,

YO31 7EX.

By phone: 01904 766291
(N.B. this is the Chief Executive’s

home number).

By e-mail: place@yorksj.ac.uk

Website: www.place.uk.com

Brown were all re-elected unopposed at the AGM in May.




